
Famous Kinship Families: Part Three  

Famous children raised by kinship families and their caregivers 

George Lopez  

He was deserted by his father when he was two months old and by his mother when 
he was 10 years old, but was raised by his maternal grandmother, Benita Gutierrez, 
a factory worker, and step-grandfather, Refugio Gutierrez, a construction worker. 

James McAvoy  

His parents divorced when he was seven, which he took hard. McAvoy’s mother 
suffered from poor health and subsequently decided it was best that he live with his 
maternal grandparents, Mary and butcher James Johnstone, who lived in a terraced 
council house in the nearby Drumchapel area of Glasgow. His mother lived with 
them intermittently. 

James Earl Jones  

Jones was raised by his maternal grandparents, farmers John Henry and Maggie 
Connolly. He moved to his grandparents' farm in Jackson, Michigan, when he was 
five, but the transition was traumatic and he developed a stutter so severe he 
refused to speak. When he moved to Brethren, Michigan, in later years, a teacher 
at the Brethren schools helped him overcome his stutter. 



  

 

  

  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Dwayne Wade  

Wade married his high school girlfriend Siohvaughn Funches in 2002. He filed for a 
divorce in 2007, which was granted in 2010 after a lengthy and acrimonious court 
battle. In 2011, Wade was granted sole custody of his two sons with Funches, Zaire 
Wade and Zion Wade. Wade also raises a nephew, Dahveon, who is the son of 
Wade's sister Deanna. 

Baron Davis  

Davis was born in Los Angeles and grew up in the South Central area. His grand- 
mother and guardian, Lela Nicholson, was instrumental in pushing him to play 
basketball. 

Amar’e Stoudemire  

Stoudemire's parents, Hazell and Carrie divorced when he was young. Together they 
had two sons: Hazell Jr. and Amar’e. Hazell died of a heart attack when Stoudemire 
was 12, and his mother was in and out of prison for crimes such as petty theft and 
forgery during that time. In his parents' absence, Stoudemire had other outside 
influences to help guide him, including a policeman, Burney Hayes, he occasionally 
stayed with; he also lived with his Fastbreak USA, AAU squad's coach, Travis 
King, as well as a minister, Rev. Bill Williams. 
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