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GOVERNOR ISSUES EXECUTIVE ORDER PERMITTING PARENTS AND KINSHIP
CAREGIVERS TO DESIGNATE STANDBY GUARDIANS DURING COVID-19 CRISIS *

Executive Order 202.14
Dated April 7, 2020

Modifies Surrogate’s Court Procedure Act § 1726 (the Standby Guardian Statute) by permitting
designations related to Covid-19:

The order states “any parent, a legal guardian, a legal custodian, or primary caretaker who works or
volunteers in a health facility or who reasonably believes that they may otherwise be exposed to Covid-
19 may designate a standby guardian by means of a written designation.”

Pursuant to the above order, parents and kin may designate, in a writing that is witnessed by two
persons, guardian powers to someone of their choosing, when they are working or volunteering in a
medical facility or have reason to believe they’ve been exposed to Covid-19.

See other Covid-19 fact sheets:

e Remote Authorization of Medical Care
e Standby Guardian Form
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*New, April 10, 2020

The above information is not legal advice. It is not a substitute for consulting an attorney. Up-to-date legal advice and legal
information can only be obtained by consulting with an attorney. Any opinions, legal opinions, findings, conclusions or
recommendations expressed in this publication or on the NYS Kinship Navigator website or by any person or entity to whom
you may be referred are those of the Kinship Navigator, Catholic Family Center and/or the person or entity you are referred to
and do not necessarily represent the official views, opinions, legal opinions or policy of the State of New York and/or the New
York State Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS). NYS Kinship Navigator is a Catholic Family Center program,
funded by the New York State Office of Children and Family Services. Catholic Family Center is the only agency authorized
by New York State to provide a statewide information and referral service to kinship caregivers. The information herein is
published by the NY'S Kinship Navigator.
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